
Excerpts from Letter Accompanying Facebook IPO Filing 

"Facebook was not originally created to be a company. It was built to accomplish a social mission — 
to make the world more open and connected… 

"At Facebook, we're inspired by technologies that have revolutionized how people spread and 
consume information. We often talk about inventions like the printing press and the television — by 
simply making communication more efficient, they led to a complete transformation of many 
important parts of society. They gave more people a voice. They encouraged progress. They 
changed the way society was organized. They brought us closer together... 

"At Facebook, we build tools to help people connect with the people they want and share what they 
want, and by doing this we are extending people's capacity to build and maintain relationships... 

"By helping people form these connections, we hope to rewire the way people spread and consume 
information... 

"We have already helped more than 800 million people map out more than 100 billion connections 
so far, and our goal is to help this rewiring accelerate... 

"We hope to improve how people connect to businesses and the economy. We think a more open 
and connected world will help create a stronger economy with more authentic businesses that build 
better products and services... 
 
"We believe building tools to help people share can bring a more honest and transparent dialogue 
around government that could lead to more direct empowerment of people, more accountability for 
officials and better solutions to some of the biggest problems of our time… 
 
"Once again, Facebook exists to make the world more open and connected, and not just to build a 
company. We expect everyone at Facebook to focus every day on how to build real value for the 
world in everything they do... 
 
--Mark Zuckerberg, Letter accompanying Facebook IPO Filing 


